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to the god Shiva and called it Tuvatesliwar or the god of
the bamboo trees. The temple is still to be seen and both
it and the mountain on which it stands are familiar to
residents in Satara as Yeoteshwar. The fort, however, was
only provisioned for two months and must have yielded
from hunger, had the Marathas not found an ally in the
corruption of the emperor's son Azim Shah. Directly he
had realised the emperor's design, Parashuram Trimbak
had thrown himself into Parali, only six miles away, By
means of large bribes he persuaded Azim Shah to let
convoys of food and munitions pass from Parali into Satara.
At the same time clouds of Maratha horse circled con-
tinuously round the besieging army. Unable to reduce
Satara by famine and threatened with scarcity himself,
Aurangzib tried to make a breach in the fortifications.
Prom a radius of several miles he attracted labourers to
his camp by offering them a gold coin for every basket of
earth they removed, When two of the borings had reached
a sufficient depth, they were filled with explosives. A
large storming party was held in readiness and a number
of guns trained on the fort to support their attack, In
order to attract the garrison to the spot where the mines
would explode, the emperor decked himself in his state
robes and jewels and accompanied by a splendid retinue
had himself carried on a portable throne below the north-
east corner of the fort. The garrison, including the
commandant Prayagji Phanse, thinking the procession
to be some religious celebration, crowded to the edge.
Instantly the first mine was fired. A vast mass of stone
rose in the air, carrying with it two hundred of the
garrison. Under cover of the smoke and confusion and
the fire of their own batteries, the storming party climbed
up the hill. When they were half way up, the second mine
waa fired and the emperor hoped that its explosion would
open a further breach for the attacking force. Unfortu-
nately the mine exploded in the wrong direction.
Quantities of great boulders rose in the air, but falling